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Project Civis:  A Research Demonstration Project for Underachieving Promising Middle School Students
	What?
	Project Civis: A research demonstration project for underachieving promising learners, funded by the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act, USDOE.

	Who?
	Researchers from the School of Education, the Center for Gifted Education, and the US History department from The College of William and Mary and historians/educators from Colonial Williamsburg. Teach for Tolerance, and Street Law.

	Curriculum?
	US History, grades 6-7: American Revolution, Civil War, Reconstruction Era, Civil Rights Movement aligned to National Council of Social Studies, VA SOLs, and AL Courses of Study and adapted from VanTassel-Baska’s Integrated Curriculum Model.

	Timeline?
	2009-2010: Develop & pilot curriculum units and assessments.
2010-2012: Implement two curriculum units for approximately 4-6 weeks each, per year (one each in fall and spring semester) in grades 6-7.
2012-2013: Analyze data and disseminate results to participating schools and the larger education community.

	Who are the Researchers?
	· Carol L. Tieso, Ph.D., Gifted Education
· Jeremy Stoddard, Ph.D., Social Studies/History Education
· Janice I. Robbins, Ph.D., Project Director

	Research Design
	Pre-, Post-, Post-Post- Design will be used to evaluate student test score differences between treatment and comparison groups and average learning rates over time for achievement, motivation, and questioning strategies. The Post-Post Design is added to see if the learning gains continue several months after completion of the study curriculum units.

	
	Pre-, Post-, Post-Post- Design will be used to evaluate differences between teachers in treatment and comparison groups and average growth rates over time for differentiation strategies related to high ability students and self-efficacy for facilitating authentic student problems and products.

	Participants
	Approximately 20 treatment and 20 comparison classrooms in grades 6-7 from Alabama and Virginia.


Research Design Information for Participating Schools

	Purpose:
	Evaluate the effects of challenging and engaging US History curriculum on students’ achievement, motivation, and self-efficacy for working on authentic problems/products.

	Participants:
	Grade 6 and 7 social studies teachers and their students from schools in AL & VA.

	Local Contact:
	Gifted/Talented teachers/coordinators will serve as local contacts for the participating schools and teachers. The will secure all necessary permissions and distribute and collect all study materials for return to the researchers.


	Time Commitment:
	Participating teachers will commit to teaching two experimental curriculum units per year (two each in grades 6 and 7) for two years. Units are aligned with VA SOLs and AL Courses of Study and will require 3-4 weeks of instruction. Additionally, experimental teachers and GT contacts will participate in summer professional development modules (3 days each in July: AL; August: VA) during the summers of 2010 and 2011. GT contacts, participating teachers, site principals, and superintendents (or their designees) will be asked to support, in writing, participation in this study.



	Benefits:
	Participating teachers and GT contacts will receive stipends for participation provided they have met all of the requirements of implementation and data collection. In addition, there may be the possibility of continuing education credit and/or participation in National Board certification projects. For schools, the researchers will present results for individual schools/districts.


	Assessments:
	For Students:

· Retired NAEP items (from grades 4, 8, and 12) will be used to construct a test of US History achievement. By using challenging items, we will be able to see what promising students are capable of achieving. The NAEP test will also allow administrators to evaluate the achievement of their students in comparison to national norms. In addition, authentic, performance-based assessments will be developed to measure growth in problem-based learning and critical thinking skills.
· SAAS-R: Measures academic self-perceptions, attitude towards teachers, attitudes towards school, how well students value different goals, and motivation/self-regulation.

· Measure of questioning skills: measures students’ growth in ability to ask higher level questions.

· Self-Efficacy for completing authentic, problem-based products.

For Teachers:

· Classroom Practices Survey: asks teachers what differentiation practices they use with typical and gifted students.

· Classroom Observation Scale-Revised: survey used by researchers in teacher observations.

· Self-Efficacy for completing authentic, problem-based products (parallel survey for students and teachers).

· Focus groups and interviews with randomly-selected teachers and students.



	Procedures:
	1. Prior to beginning the research study, we will collect parent permission forms from all students. 
2. Once we have identified the participating teachers, we will randomly assign them to experimental or control classrooms.
3. At the beginning of each semester, all teachers will administer ALL assessments to their students.

a. Experimental teachers will teach model curriculum units (one for each semester).

b. Control teachers will teach their regular textbook curriculum units for the same topics.

4. Once the units are completed, all teachers will administer ALL assessments. During the time the units are taught, researchers will randomly choose teachers to observe or videotape.
5. At the end of grades 6 and 7, all teachers will administer achievement tests to students again.

6. At the conclusion of the study, the control teachers will receive all professional development and curriculum materials. 

	
	

	Questions:
	Please feel free to contact us if you have additional questions.


	
	Carol
	clties@wm.edu
	757.221.2461

	
	Jeremy
	jdstod@wm.edu
	757.221.2348

	
	Janice
	jirobb@wm.edu
	


Thank you so much for considering your participation in this important study!
Project Civis is funded under the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act, Institute of Education Sciences, United States Department of Education.

